PROGRAM
Wisdom Council
September 27-29, 2019
This TIA House symposium recognizes the imperfect knowledge transmission
methods of the colonial system, and particularly the ways it has tended to fragment
non-Western knowledges and privilege the textual over the oral. Using a
combination of traditional and contemporary practices, this symposium seeks to at
least scratch the surface of this problem. A small council of senior practitioners will
be invited to sit in council in a range of ways over the course of three days: first with
each other, then in a public symposium, and then through a set of oral history
interviews. These interviews will be recorded for podcast in order to extend the
reach of the work and also preserve it for future generations. Topics to be addressed
may include: what our communities need now; memory and forgetting; care of
elders in racialized communities; stories of the past, present and future; stories in
cyclical time; community formations we've experienced; community formations we
remember; how we understand the work that needs to be done; practices and
strategies.
Speakers:
Lillian Allen, Smaro Kamboureli, Aruna Srivastava, Fred Wah, Lenore Keeshig,
Chrystos, Chris Creighton-Kelly, France Trépanier, David Garneau, and Richard Fung
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Friday, September 27, 2019
6pm: Dinner and Literary Reading/Artists’ Presentations (open to the public)
Location: TIA House, Social Sciences 1059
All participants share a short piece, a few words, or a couple of slides, up to five
minutes each.
Saturday, September 28, 2019: Public Panels
Panels on this day will be open to University of Calgary undergraduate and
graduate students, faculty and the general public. Panelists will each speak for
up to five minutes, and a roundtable discussion will follow.
Media: Photograph and sound recording for website, podcast and TIA House
archive
Location: TIA House, Social Sciences 1059
9am: Breakfast
9:30am: Opening Ceremony and Elder's Prayer
10am - 11:30am:
How We Used to Do It: Anti-Oppression/Revolutionary Gatherings We
Remember
Chair: Larissa Lai
Panelists: Lillian Allen, Lenore Keeshig, Chris Creighton-Kelly
11:30am - 1pm: Lunch
1pm - 2:30pm:
Still Kicking: Health, The Body, Community Building, The Meaning of Care
Chair: Sharanpal Ruprai
Aruna Srivastava, Chrystos, Fred Wah, David Garneau
2:30pm - 2:45pm: Coffee/Tea/Snacks
2:45pm - 4:15pm:
Kids These Days: Strategies and Practices to Carry Forward
Chair: Larissa Lai
France Trepanier, Smaro Kamboureli, Richard Fung
4:15pm - 6pm: Screening of Re-Orientations
7pm: Dinner
Location: Silver Dragon in Chinatown.
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Bios:
Smaro Kamboureli is Avie Bennett Chair in Canadian Literature at the University of
Toronto. Her research interests include CanLit as a disciplinary formation and diaspora
and Indigenous studies.
Aruna Srivastava has spent many years working as an anti-racism educator in various
community-based, arts, and academic contexts, focused in more recent years on the
complexities and intersections of disability, illness, age, and trauma in this work. As a
racialized arrivant/settler, who has been a guest in many Indigenous lands across the
world, she has found a home for quite some time here in what the Blackfoot
called Moh’kins’tsis in Treaty 7 territory. Aruna has in the past twenty years or so also
been on a journey to work in alliance with Indigenous peoples; this has shown her better
and wiser ways to work both within and against colonial structures, such as universities,
arts institutions, and non-profit organizations. The work of (re)conciliation engages her
specifically in that it requires storying and storing or archiving memory in many forms—
and repudiates forgetting.
Richard Fung is a video artist, cultural critic, and Professor Emeritus in the Faculty of
Art at OCAD University. Much of his work deals with the legacy of colonialism in his
birthplace of Trinidad and Tobago, Asian diaspora, and the intersection of race, gender,
and queer sexuality. Honours include the Bell Canada Award (Canada Council for the
Arts) for outstanding achievement in video art, the Toronto Arts Award for Media Art,
the Kessler Award (City University of New York) for substantial contribution to the field
of LGBTQ Studies, and the Bonham Award from Sexual Diversity Studies, University of
Toronto.
David Garneau (Métis) is a Visual Arts Professor at the University of Regina whose
practice includes painting, curation, and critical writing. He recently co-curated, with
Kathleen Ash Milby, Transformer: Native Art in Light and Sound, National Museum of
the American Indian, New York; Moving Forward, Never Forgetting, with Michelle
LaVallee, an exhibition concerning the legacies of Indian Residential Schools, other
forms of aggressive assimilation, and (re)conciliation, at the Mackenzie Art Gallery in
Regina; and With Secrecy and Despatch, with Tess Allas, an international exhibition
about massacres of Indigenous people and memorialization for the Campbelltown Art
Centre, Sydney, Australia. Garneau has recently given keynote talks in Australia, New
Zealand, the United States, and throughout Canada.
B.C. poet Fred Wah’s most recent project is a collaboration with Rita Wong about the
Columbia River, beholden: a poem as long as the river. Scree: The Collected Earlier
Poems, 1962-1991 was published in 2015. High Muck a Muck: Playing Chinese, An
Interactive Poem, is available online (http://highmuckamuck.ca/). He lives in Vancouver
and on Kootenay Lake.
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Lenore Keeshig is a citizen of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation on the Saugeen Bruce
Peninsula, and resides on Neyaashiinigmiing (home to the Chippewas of Nawash
Unceded First Nation). Lenore is a storyteller, poet, award-winning author, naturalist,
mother, grandmother, and great grandmother. Her long-awaited first collection of poetry
Running on the March Wind was published by in 2015. Currently, she works delivering
programs that teach about the natural and cultural history of the peninsula and the Great
Lakes and helps area visitors to better understand their connections to the land and water.
Chris Creighton-Kelly is an interdisciplinary artist, writer and cultural critic who
was born in the UK of South Asian/British heritage. His artworks have been
presented across Canada and in India, Europe, and the USA. Chris is persistently
interested in questions of absence in the art discourses of the Western world: whose
worldview is unquestioned; who has power; who does not?
Chris also works as a consultant to many of Canada’s art organizations,
institutions and agencies. He is currently co-director of Primary Colours/
Couleurs primaires.
Chris appreciates his audiences a lot.
France Trépanier is a visual artist and curator of Kanien’kéha:ka and French
ancestry. She is currently guest curator at Open Space in Victoria. France is also
co-director of the Primary Colours/Couleurs primaires initiative, which seeks to
place Indigenous arts at the centre of the Canadian art system.
www.primary-colours.ca
France co-authored with Chris Creighton-Kelly Understanding Aboriginal Art in
Canada Today: A Knowledge and Literature Review for the Canada Council for
the Arts. She is co-chair of the Indigenous Program Council at the Banff Centre.

Lillian Allen—from her website— Lillian Allen is a professor of creative writing at
Ontario College of Art and Design University (OCAD)… Multi-disciplinary and
experimental, Allen’s creativity crosses many genres including radio, theatre, music and
film; as a writer, featured artist and producer/director and national radio show
host... Allen is a recognized authority and activist on issues of diversity in culture,
cultural equity, cross cultural collaborations, and the power of arts in education and has
worked, locally, nationally and internationally in this capacity. Her eclectic, insightful
and inspiring lectures and performances have taken her as far as Jamaica and
Switzerland. She has also held the post of distinguished Writer-in-Residence at Canada’s
Queen’s University and University of Windsor.
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Chrystos—from poetry foundation: Menominee poet and activist Chrystos was born in
San Francisco. In her work, she examines themes of feminism, social justice, and Native
rights… She is the author of several collections of poetry, including Not
Vanishing (1988), Dream On (1991), and Fire Power (1995)…Chrystos’s work has been
featured in the anthologies This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of
Color (1981, edited by Cherríe Moraga and Gloria E. Anzaldúa) and Living the Spirit: A
Gay American Indian Anthology (1988, edited by Will Roscoe). With Tristan Taormino,
she coedited the anthology Best Lesbian Erotica 1999 (1999).
Chrystos won the Audre Lorde International Poetry Competition and has received the
Sappho Award of Distinction from the Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice. Since
1980, she has lived on Bainbridge Island, Washington.
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